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COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION TOOLS

Resource Book
For Hamilton County, Ohio Jurisdictions

In the summer 2002, the Program Committee of the Planning Partnership arrived at the
conclusion that there was a generalized lack of easily accessible information regarding the
(re)development of residential neighborhood and business districts, due in part to the
multiplicity of programs and providers that may be preventing communities from taking
full advantage of resources that are available. This “Resource Toolkit” has been designed as
a quick reference for administrators/economic development officers of local jurisdictions,
summarizing resources available locally that could assist in the [re]development of housing
and business districts.

Before using the Resource Toolkit, please read the following:
The resource book is divided in two parts:

PART I - includes a table of contents in a matrix form, a listing of reference materials, a
listing of the categories used to classify programs and organizations, and a listing of other
resources available online.

PART II - consists of the actual catalogues, brochures, and/or resource materials provided
by the organizations, arranged in alphabetical order and separated by dividers. A table of
contents for each divider has been provided to ease the search.

PART I
Before conducting a search of resources available for a particular “issue” – it is important to
become familiar with the “CATEGORIES” used to group the resources in this toolkit.
There are 11 general categories that are used in the “Local Resources – Quick Reference
Matrix”.
The subtopics listed under the general categories are intended to help locate what you are
looking for more efficiently.

The “Local Resources – Quick Reference Matrix” is the table of contents in a
table format. The columns show the “Categories”, and the rows list all the reference
material in alphabetical order. This Matrix helps identify at a glance all of the sources of
information available for any given search. (E.g. if someone is looking for information on a
subject that falls under “Community Development” that person will find that there are at
least 10 references available in this toolkit. Searches can then be narrowed down by
looking at the individual table of contents included in each one of the references sources).



Contact Information
This toolkit includes a list of contact information for each one of the organizations/
programs included in this binder. Contact information is arranged in alphabetical order.

Miscellaneous Information on the web
A list of websites is included for your reference. It has been arranged by topic.

PART II
All the brochures, catalogues, and resource books have been arranged in alphabetical order
by the originating organization.  Reference materials from 20 different organizations have
been provided. Although we made an effort to minimize repetition, some of the programs
may be listed by more than one organization. This situation is more likely to occur when a
program is very flexible and can be approached from different perspectives.



WHAT TYPE OF INFORMATION YOU’LL FIND UNDER THESE

CATEGORIES

• Aesthetic Improvements
o Visually improving the appearance of buildings, streetscapes, signs, and or

landscapes to promote an area.

• Businesses, Business Education, and Labor Force Development
o Financial assistance and programs for incubators, small businesses, minority

businesses, large businesses, business relocation, and some business-based
economic investments.

o Educational resources for start-up businesses and support.
o Programs geared towards general education (i.e. continuing education)
o Job training and placement services

• Community Development
o Economic development programs, community planning (i.e. comprehensive

labor, housing, rehabilitation, and/or infrastructure), neighborhood
assistance, and some funding for specific community endeavors (i.e. flexible
grants for unique projects).

o Funding and aid in comprehensive planning activities
o Completion of urban renewal programs
o Financial and organizational assistance with public, commercial, and industrial

facilities

• Environment
o Programs to educate a community on environmental issues
o Programs and funding to aid in the clean up environmentally hazardous sites

including areas of non-point source pollution.
o Programs and funding to help aid in the prevention of pollution (air, water,

ground, etc.) with devices like recycling and planning.
o Programs and funding to aid in protecting environmentally viable areas.

• Historic Preservation
o Programs, funding, and assistance in maintaining and restoring historic areas.
o Education on the importance of historic structures and areas



WHAT TYPE OF INFORMATION YOU’LL FIND UNDER THESE

CATEGORIES

• Housing
o Programs and assistance to help individuals own homes
o Programs for homeowner repairs, maintenance, and upgrades
o Programs and assistance to help communities retain viable public housing
o Assistance programs for individuals to obtain public housing
o Assistance in maintenance and upgrades to rental property

• Marketing
o Financial and educational assistance to help communities market themselves
o Regional promotion and relocation assistance.
o Data Resources (i.e. census, geographic, cost of living, etc.)

• Parks and Public Lands
o Assistance in creating new public spaces
o Assistance in maintaining and upgrading existing public areas (including

greenways)

• Public Health and Safety
o Programs and funding to maintain and enhance the health and safety of a

neighborhood and its people.

• Public Services and Utilities
o Programs and funding geared towards enhancing and maintaining public

services
o Programs and funding assistance with utilities

• Transportation
o Programs and financial assistance with all modes of transportation (including

trails)
o Educational Programs about transportation methods



Local Resources:  Quick Reference Matrix
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Planning Advisory Service* ($)

Port of Greater Cincinnati 
Development Authority

Small Business Resource Directory

City of Cincinnati

US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development

Cincinnati Metropolitan Housing 
Authority

Home Ownership Center of Greater 
Cincinnati

Greater Cincinnati Chamber of 
Commerce

Greater Cincinnati Microenterprise 
Initiative

Hamilton County Department of 
Community Development

Hamilton County Development 
Company

Cincinnati Preservation Association

Downtown Ohio, Inc.* ($)

Environmental Protection Agency

Fannie Mae and Fannie Mae 
Foundation

$ Fee/membership required to receive services
* The Planning Partnership is a member of this organization.  As a Planning Partnership member you can access information through the 
Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission at no extra cost.

Local Initiatives Support Corporation

Ohio Department of Development: 
Resource Ohio

Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources

Ohio Department of Transportation

Ohio Greenways


